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Le On 27 Jonuery 1953 at about 2100 CST, lowa State Hignway Patral Headcuartere 
eslled thia Filter Center to say that Patrolman 7178, Hobert Luster, hed seen on : 
odsact, both red and white, hovering in the sky west of Davenport, fowa, This wes 
inmsdiately called to the ADDC bmt no interception waa mada, 


?, Unon questioning, Patrolmen Lutter described the object os a red and white 
ball of light which hovered west of Davenport and later proceeded west ont of sight 
over the horizon, The bell chenged color from white to orange to red and back to 
white, It seemed to clow a brizhter red as it incre=sed in spaed, As it neared 
the horizon, it hovered end bobbed sbdout in one area ond then diseppeared in the 
distance, 


3. It was estimated to be several hundred feet in size, to trevel near 100 PH 
for some time, and finally reach inestimable speeds before disappesring,. 
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if MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE 0/2ECTOR oF 
INTELLIGENCE, USAF, ; 
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le ‘The date of the sighting was 27 January 1953. ‘The object 64. shbed “peared _ | 

to be a round and spherical ball of light, one in nuwiber. It was estimated re Ne 

fifteen (15) miles west of first sighting, 2nd aovesred to be casily several han 

‘yed feet in sige. In comparison it aonvesred to be about six to eicht inches in 

eiza at arms length. The object meade no sound and left no exhaust or treil. it 

never, at any time changed shape. 


2. It was first sighted by Patrolman 4178, Robert jabber, 3103 Arlington Ave, 
Davenvort, Iowa, and Patrolman F201, George Nicholson , 2042 VW. 4+th, Davenport, Iowa, 
witle riding in the northwest part of levennort, Iowa, anvyroximately 909 37° Vv. Lonz., 
410 32° N, Lat. at 2022 0.5.0, Lhe prenaring Officer questioned Patrolman Lutter by 
telenhone after t he sichting. llc stated tnat he stonned the cor and got out to be 
able to ses the object better. Since it was west of him he proceeded west of Day- 
ennort about three miles in order to be awey from town lishts anc to insure that this 
was not an illusion caused by a2 reflection of some kind. This was at avvroximately 
900 4ot W. Long, 41° 33° N. Lat, at 2030 C.5.2. Both Potrolmen got out of the car 
at 2 dark snot and turndd off all lights. At this time it changed color from white 
to awber then to red to omber and then white n.gain 2 mumber of tines. 


3. ‘The Patrolmen then proceeded west along Hishnway US 6, in en attemnmt to get 
nearer for a better sighting. It apveared to stay stationary while they traveled 
four (4) or five (5) miles west but then sterted to move away from them still to- 
wards the west. It was estimated to have been traveling faster thon the car about 
90. to 100 MPH, since the Patrolmen were going 60 to 65 MPH. 


4, Three quarters of a mile west of Wilton Junction, Iowa, at 919 2' W. Long., 
410 36° I, Lat., the patrolmen stopved ot a dark svot and sot out of their car to 
further observe the object. They stonvved at this time becaise the object seemed to 
be gaining speed and increasing the distance between them and it. Sxvecting it to 
=) out of sizht in 2 short time, they wanted to be standing still and in darkness to 
observe ite 


5. After they had stopned and gotten out of the car, the object anpeared to 
pick up tremendous sneed, The vatrolmen said it went faster than anything he had 
ever seen before. As its sneed increased, its color changed to 2 very bright red. 
It seemed that the faster it moved, the brighter red it aopesred. 


6. As it neared the horizon, it anneared to ston and hover over a narticulsar 
spot, and also anneared to bob up and down like a bell of times. It seemed to be 
circling 2. varticular spot in these bobbing motions. & chanzsed colors, white - red 
amber =< red — amver — white in that seqience during this movement. It then disape 
peared in the distance, still west of the patrolmen at 211% C.5.%, 


7. No optical or electronic sighting equipment was used, 
8. Tre weather was clear with good visibility with ebout a 15 MPH iff wind. 


9. There wes no piysical ovidence such as fragzen s, photogranhs or the like 
of this object. 


10. ‘ne first report was relayed to the Vilter Center's ALLO but no intercention 
ywa3emade. “he first c2ll was received at this unit at approxinately 2100 CST. 
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12. Comments of prevaring officer. ‘he prenaring officer person ably ouestioned | 
Patrolman Lutter at about 2200 C,5.7. He has nail mst sd DANY servics during VW IT and 
had training in Aircraft identification. Since he is © State Patrolman and took 
severnl precautions to be sure this sighting was not an illusion, it is pelieved that 
he i159 2 raliable sourae. The information in his renort did not seem to indicate ony 
Imown time of present doy aircraft nor any tyve of astronomical body. 
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Chmments of nvvrovin: officer. 


“he information submitted by Patrolman Lutter leads to the furtherance of the 
belief that "Flying Saucers" are no longer to be regarded as whims of the imagine- 


tion, but rather a reality. 


Anoroving Officer Fos BapER 
Caotain, U5Ar 
Detachment Commander 
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